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is most important in your 
life. Let the context of your 
goals provide the framework 
for the path you will take this 
week.  Remember the big 
picture, whether you are at 
work or school or home. Re-
member what you care about, 
what makes the moments in 
your life meaningful, what 
you want to be and do. From 
that framework, you can keep 
your life going down a path 
that you choose, not that oth-
ers have chosen for you.
I often use a daily plan-
ner to organize my activities. 
But a daily planner is often 
so limited in its view. It is so 
‘close up’ that we spend our 
time focused on what’s right 
in front of us. Urgency takes 
the place of importance in a 
daily planner. Set forth some 
plans for the next week or 
two, give yourself a broader 
picture of what is happening, 
and your day by day activities 
will take on more meaning. 
And that brings us back to the 
compass!
Dear God, keep me fo-
cused on those things which 
are most important. Keep my 
compass pointing towards 
the path you want me to take. 
Amen.
By Cristina Vital
Social Security District 
Manager in Dubuque, IA
Grandparents are known 
for their wisdom and advice. 
It’s likely that you can go 
to your grandparents with 
a question and they’ll have 
an answer for you, given the 
experience that comes with 
age.  Now is your chance to 
give your grandparents a bit 
of advice.
September 7 is National 
Grandparents Day.  This 
Grandparents Day, tell them 
about the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug plan and about the 
extra help they may be able 
to get through Social Secu-
rity.  You’ll be doing more 
than just giving them some 
advice.  You could be saving 
them as much as $3,600 each 
per year.
The high cost of prescrip-
tion drugs can be a burden on 
people with limited income 
and resources.  Extra help — 
available through Social Se-
curity — can pay part of their 
monthly premiums, annual 
deductibles and prescription 
co-payments.  The extra help 
could be worth up to $3,600 
per year.  
To fi gure out whether 
they’re eligible, Social Se-
curity needs to know their 
income and the value of their 
savings, investments and real 
estate (other than the home 
they live in).  To qualify for 
the extra help, your grandpar-
ents must be receiving Medi-
care and have:
•Income limited to 
$15,600 for an individual or 
$21,000 for a married couple 
living together.  Even if their 
annual income is higher, your 
grandparents still may be 
able to get some help with 
monthly premiums, annual 
deductibles and prescription 
co-payments.  Some exam-
ples where income may be 
higher include if they or their 
spouse:
—Support other fam-
ily members who live with 
them;
—Have earnings from 
work; or
—Live in Alaska or Ha-
waii; and
•Resources limited to 
$11,990 for an individual or 
$23,970 for a married couple 
living together.  Resources in-
clude such things as bank ac-
counts, stocks and bonds.  We 
do not count their house and 
car as resources.
Social Security has an 
easy-to-use online application 
that anyone — family mem-
bers, friends and caregivers 
— can complete.  You can 
fi nd it at www.socialsecurity.
gov.  To apply by phone or 
get an application, call Social 
Security at 1-800-772-1213 
(TTY 1-800-325-0778) and 
ask for the Application for 
Help with Medicare Prescrip-
tion Drug Plan Costs.  Or go 
to the nearest Social Security 
offi ce.
To learn more about the 
Medicare prescription drug 
plans and special enrollment 
periods, visit www.medicare.
gov or call 1-800-MEDI-
CARE (1-800-633-4227; 
TTY 1-877-486-2048).  
It’s time to give your 
grandparents a bit of good ad-
vice — and to save them each 
up to $3,600.
DES MOINES – The Governor-appointed, bipartisan Deer Study Advisory Committee re-
leased names of its members today and among them is Senator Mark Zieman (R-Postville). 
Among other things the committee will review and make recommendations regarding the 
state’s deer population, the estimated damage to crops caused by deer, and the number and cost 
of deer-related motor vehicle accidents. 
 “This committee will fi nd sustainable and socially acceptable solutions to the growing 
deer problem in Iowa,” said Senator Zieman (R-Postville).  “Striking a balance between safety 
concerns and Iowa wildlife is important and I’m glad that both parties were able to work to-
gether to pass legislation to form this group.  This is a big issue in Northeast Iowa and I look 
forward to hearing from parties around the state, as well as my district, affected by the deer 
population.”
 The committee will hold it’s fi rst set of meetings in Ames on September 16 and 17, 2008. 
Their report fi nal report will be submitted to the Governor and Iowa General Assembly by 
January 10, 2009.
Postville Sen. Mark Zieman is named to Deer Study
Advisory Committee; fi rst meetings to be next week
Postville Hearings: Justice, Lost in Translation?
By Dr. Erik Camayd-
Freixas
 I was one of 16 interpret-
ers who served both weeks of 
the Postville hearings. Unlike 
judges, prosecutors, or attor-
neys, I was present at every 
step of the process. It is my 
duty as an impartial expert 
witness and offi cer of the 
court to ensure that the court 
is not misled, and to bring to 
its attention any impediments 
to due process.
 I have done so in the best 
interest of the Federal Court I 
am proud to serve, and with 
the conviction that if our 
honorable judges had known 
how this judicial experiment 
would turn out, they would 
have never allowed it.
 During these two weeks 
in May I observed these 
fl aws:
 •Detainees’ quarters were 
not certifi ed.
 •The court failed to main-
tain physical and operational 
independence from ICE pros-
ecution, and a level playing 
fi eld for the defense.
 •There was inadequate 
access to counsel.
 •No meaningful presump-
tion of innocence.
 •Defendants appeared not 
to understand their rights and 
charges.
 •Bail hearings and other 
due process rights were de-
nied.
 •The charge of identity 
theft, used to force a plea, 
lacked foundation and was 
never tested for probable 
cause.
 • Defendants did not 
know what a Social Security 
Number was, and were not 
guilty of “intent” crimes.
 •Guilty pleas were ob-
tained under duress.
 •Judges had no sentenc-
ing discretion, pursuant to a 
binding plea agreement.
 •Sole providers, whose 
families are in jeopardy, now 
endure a cruel and unusual 
psychological punishment, 
the foreseeable effect of pris-
on time on common parents.
 Abridgement of process 
produced wholesale injustice 
at the other end:
 •Parents, begging to be 
deported: put in jail at public 
expense.
 •Proud working moth-
ers: branded like cattle with 
the scarlet letter of an ankle 
monitor, dehumanized, and 
reduced to begging at the 
doors of the church, as they 
were released on “humanitar-
ian grounds.”
 •The town of Postville 
devastated; and the kinship 
ties our noble people are 
quick to forge with all new-
comers, painfully severed.
Send your news to 
phlnews@netins.net
Medicare prescription drug plan & more available through Social Security
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On August 29 at approximately 7 p.m. the Postville Police, 
along with the Iowa State Patrol, responded to Club 51, 107 
North Lawler Street in reference to a disturbance. Through the 
course of the investigation, offi cers located and arrested Rey 
Diaz, 31, of Postville, for public intoxication. He was trans-
ported to the Allamakee County Jail where he was booked in 
for public intoxication.
On August 30, at approximately 3:15 p.m., Postville Po-
lice located a subject, Jose Trigo, 37, of Postville, in the 400 
block of West Tilden Street with a small laceration to his left 
abdomen area. Trigo was transported by the Postville ambu-
lance to Veterans Memorial Hospital, where he was treated 
and released. Through the course of the investigation, Post-
ville Police were able to determine that Trigo had been in an 
altercation with Isaiah Capetillo, 18, of Postville and Capetil-
lo had used a knife during the altercation with Trigo. Postville 
police were able to locate Capetillo at 504 W. Tilden and he 
was placed under arrest for aggravated assault.
All subjects are considered innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law.
•Families and friends sep-
arated.
 I saw the Bill of Rights 
denied and democratic values 
threatened by the breakdown 
of checks and balances. And 
it all appeared to be within the 
framework of the law, pursu-
ant to a broken immigration 
system.
Postville lays bare a grave 
distortion in the legal struc-
ture of government.
 Post 9/11, ICE was grant-
ed power to wage the war on 
terror. But since 2006, it has 
diverted resources, even from 
disaster relief, to an escalat-
ing and unauthorized war on 
immigration.
The fact is our laws have 
not kept up with the growth in 
enforcement. Congress failed 
to pass immigration reform 
and ICE has fi lled the legal 
void by enacting its own ver-
sion of it.
Now, we have a serious 
contradiction: the growth 
of authoritarian rule inside 
a democratic government. 
This entity can simultane-
ously wield immigration and 
criminal codes, plus issue 
administrative rules; leaving 
no room for constitutional 
guarantees. It co-opts other 
branches of government: So-
cial Security, U.S. Attorney, 
Federal Court…and uses ap-
propriations to recruit local 
police for immigration en-
forcement: setting neighbor 
against neighbor, and danger-
ously dividing the nation.
 With the help of local 
sheriffs, Postville repeats 
itself daily, while the harsh-
ness of border enforcement 
is reenacted in the American 
Heartland, with great collat-
eral damage to our citizens 
and communities. It is a rush, 
to raid as much as possible, 
before Congress regains the 
vision and courage of the 
Founding Fathers to restore 
the law of the land. Part of 
immigration reform is rede-
fi ning ICE jurisdiction over 
immigration and criminal 
matters, without impairing 
the agency’s ability to defend 
us from terrorist threats.
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 Our national unity re-
quires not just comprehen-
sive, but compassionate im-
migration reform, to befi t the 
dignity of this great country, 
built upon the shoulders of 
immigrants, by their chil-
dren.
Camayd-Freixas is a pro-
fessor of modern languages 
at Florida International Uni-
versity.
NOTICE  OF LP BIDS
Sealed bids will be received 
by the Allamakee County Auditor, 
110 Allamakee Street, Waukon, 
IA 52172, until 10:00 a.m. Sep-
tember 22, 2008 for LP gas for 
the Allamakee County Second-
ary Roads Department. The bid 
shall be for 14,000 gallons at six 
different locations. Bid forms may 
be secured from the Offi ce of 





IN RE: Proposed Vacation of 
County Roads.
TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:
The Allamakee County Board 
of Supervisors, acting under the 
authority of Iowa Code Chapter 
306, proposes to vacate those 
portions of Allamakee County 
Roads described as follows:
Road No. 51 & Road No. 115 
located in the NE 1/4 NE 1/4 Sec-
tion 23 and SE 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 
14-T100N-R6W, Waterloo Twp., 
of the 5th P.M. more specifi cally 
described as follows:
Commencing at the North 50 
ft. Right of Way Line of Waterloo 
Creek Drive approximate Sta-
tion 3+00, 1953 Grading Project 
S-2385, thence running North and 
Northwesterly along and through 
the west side of St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church  property approximate-
ly 230 ft. to a point where said 
road crosses a wooden bridge 
with laid up rock abutments, 
thence running Westerly through 
Lot 1 in Lot 1 in the SE 1/4 SE 1/4 
Section 14 approximately 325 ft. 
ending where said road intersects 
the North 50 ft. Right of Way Line 
of Waterloo Creek Drive approxi-
mate Station 8+00, 1953 Grading 
Project S-2385. Total length of 
vacation 555 ft. with a roadway 
width of 66 ft.
and
Road No. 544 (AKA Hartley 
Drive) a 66 foot width roadway 
located in the SESE & NESE of 
Sec. 36 and the NWSW & SWNW 
of See. 31-T100N-R4W of the 5th 
P.M. more specifi cally described 
as follows:
Beginning approximately 140 
ft. southwesterly of the south 
line of the NESE Sec. 31 at 1282 
Hartley Drive thence northeaster-
ly approximately 2750 feet termi-
nating at a point where Road No. 
544 intersects with the west right 
of way line of Road No. 198 (AKA 
Iowa River Drive-A26). The west 
right of way line on Road-No. 198 
lies 50 feet from the center line 
and is located in the SWNW Sec. 
31-T100N-R4W of the 5th P.M. 
Iowa Township.
A hearing will be held by the 
Allamakee County Board of Su-
pervisors in their offi ce, Allama-
kee County Courthouse, Wau-
kon, Iowa, 52172 at 10:00 A.M. 
on Monday, September 15, 2008. 
Any person owning land abutting 
on the road proposed to be va-
cated and closed shall have the 
right to fi le, in writing, a claim for 
damages at any time on or before 
the date and time fi xed for the 
hearing.
Mary O’Neill, County Auditor
wk 37
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
1. Sealed bids will be received 
by the Auditor of Allamakee 
County, Iowa, until 10:15 A.M., 
September 22, 2008 for construc-
tion work listed below.
2. Plans, specifi cations and 
proposal forms for the work may 
be seen and may be secured at 
the offi ce of the County Engineer.
3. All proposals must be 
fi led on the forms furnished by 
the County, sealed and plainly 
marked with the project and the 
name of the bidder. The Allama-
kee County Supervisors and the 
Allamakee County Engineer re-
serve the right to waive technicali-
ties and to accept or reject any or 
all bids. Proposals containing any 
reservations not provided for in 
the forms may be rejected.
4. Attention of bidders is di-
rected to the special provisions 
covering the qualifi cation of bid-
ders and subletting or assigning 
of contract.
5. As a condition to being fur-
nished proposal forms, prospec-
tive bidders must be on the current 
Iowa Department of Transporta-
tion list of qualifi ed bidders.
6. The Iowa Department of 
Transportation Standard Speci-
fi cations for Construction Work, 
Series 2001, plus Current Sup-
plemental Specifi cations, General 
Supplemental Specifi cations, and 
Special Provisions of the Iowa 
Department of Transportation 
Highway Division shall apply on 
these projects, unless otherwise 
specifi ed.
7. The various items of con-
struction work are as follows:
PROJECT LMP-A16-2008
Granular Shouldering
Beginning at the intersection 
of State Hwy. 76 and A-16 in the 
NW 1/4 SE 1/4 of Section 24 Wa-
terloo Twp. running NW on A-16 
0.678 miles.
Beginning at the intersection 
of Bluff Road and A-16 in the NE 
1/4 NW 1/4 of Section 24 Water-
loo Twp. running SW 0.505 miles, 
ending where the paved shoul-
ders begin.
Beginning 350 ft. West of the 
intersection of Steinbach Road 
and A-16 in the SE 1/4 NW 1/4 
of Section 23 Waterloo Twp. run-
ning NW 5.522 miles, ending at 
the Minnesota State Line near the 
NW corner of Section 7 Waterloo 
Twp.
Lennie Burke, Chairperson 
Board of Supervisors






Tuesday, September 2, 2008
 
(Unoffi cial Minutes)                                      
Board met as preadjourned. 
Board members present Dunck-
lee, Campbell, and Burke. All 
board members voting “AYE” un-
less noted.
08.259-Motion by Duncklee 
and second by Campbell to ap-
prove agenda as posted and min-
utes of August 25, 2008. Motion 
carried.
There was no public com-
ment.
Department Head Meeting 
was held with various depart-
ments reporting.
Jerry Ewing, Scott Ewing, 
Jeannie Carroll, Troy Gress, Lau-
rie Moody, and Brian Ridenour 
present.
Scott Ewing would like to build 
a house along an abandoned 
county road. Board and engineer 
answered questions and after 
discussion board told Ewings the 
county has a policy in place for 
instances like this and the policy 
will be followed as usual.
Quotes were received from 
Fauser Oil, AgVantage FS, and 
Sweeney Oil for fuel quotes for 
Secondary Roads. Quotes may 
be viewed in auditor’s offi ce.
08.260-Motion by Campbell 
and second by Duncklee to ap-
prove Division I for .075  from 
AgVantage FS  and Division II, III, 
IV, V, VI, VII, and VIII for .15 from 
Sweeney Oil Company. Motion 
carried.
08.261-Motion by Campbell 
and second by Duncklee to set 
Sept. 22, 2008 at 10:15 A.M. 
to take bids on Project LMP-
A16-2008 Granular Shouldering 
of Dorchester Dr./A16. Motion 
carried.
08.262-Motion by Campbell 
and second by Duncklee to sign 
Contracts with Skyline Construc-
tion, Inc. for Project LF-502-2008 
& LF-25U-2008-Kumpf Bridge 
Area and Steinbach Road. Mo-
tion carried.
Board had not received the 
County Farm Lagoon Report.
08.263-Motion by Campbell 
and second by Duncklee to table 
County Farm Lagoon Report until 
Sept. 8, 2008. Motion carried.
Tim Brickman and Bill Nation 
present.
Harpers Ferry had sent a letter 
requesting fi nancial help in sup-
porting the Renovation Project for 
Harpers Ferry Ballpark.    
08.264-Motion by Duncklee 
and second by Campbell to not 
contribute to Harpers Ferry Ball-
park Renovation Project. Motion 
carried.
08.265-Motion by Duncklee 
and second by Campbell to ap-
prove Final Subdivision Plat for 
Roger & Lynn Ellefson and one 
for Bradley Moose. Motion car-
ried.
08.266-Motion by Campbell 
and second by Duncklee to ap-
prove Liquor License for Sporty’s 
in Rossville. Motion carried.
08.267-Motion by Campbell 
and second by Duncklee to ap-
prove Tax Abatement for Tom Mc-
Kee on property BLL Loc @ Lot 3 
SW SW & 1/11th int Lot R & Lot 1 
of E SW SW. Motion carried.
08.268-Motion by Campbell 
and second by Duncklee to ap-
prove Progressive Ag LLC Ma-
nure Management Plan Annual 
Update. Motion carried.
Board adjourned to meet on 





 ATTEST: Mary O’Neill, Auditor
wk 37
Police incident report: City of 
Postville: Mike Halse, Chief
